
1. We ensure environmental issues are considered in all key
business decisions

2. We comply with current, relevant environmental
legislation and have full accreditation to BS EN ISO 14001:
2004 and appropriate industry codes of practice. We
integrate environmental management system practices
with existing quality, health, safety and business
management systems

3. We have developed a high level of staff environmental
awareness through sustained communication, encouraging
responsible environmental practices throughout the
organisation

4. We have a dedicated team who regularly set and monitor the
achievement of environmental objectives in order to
promote continuous improvement

5. We assess the impact on the environment prior to
commencing any new activity, project or building new
facilities

6. We continue to develop a more sustainable approach to the
company’s activities

7. We actively encourage waste reduction, re-use and recycling
during the activities of the company and through the life
cycle of our products

8. We minimise the adverse environmental impacts of waste
generation and promote the safe and responsible disposal of
waste

9. We actively look for suppliers and partners with the ISO
14001 Environmental Standard to reduce the environmental
impact throughout our supply chain

10. We communicate with all interested parties by providing up
to date information on environmental issues relevant to the
business.

We acknowledge the nature of our business can result in
environmental impacts and pollution. We are committed to
controlling and minimising this impact.

A J Sykes
Managing Director
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Environment Policy

Heckmondwike FB is a manufacturer of
fibre bonded carpet and carpet tiles
based in Liversedge, West Yorkshire. 
The purpose of this environment policy 
is to clearly state our commitment and
governing principles. As a company we
are committed to environmentally
responsible business practices. We look
for every opportunity throughout our
business to minimise our company’s
impact on the environment.
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Choosing the right carpet

Entrance Areas
Exposed to external dirt and moisture, building entrance areas should
be fitted with a heavy duty entrance matting product.
Suitable Heckmondwike products include: 
Battleship, Hippo, Dreadnought and Diamond.

Transitional Areas 
For walkways or open areas subject to heavy footfall, select a heavier
duty fibre bonded grade. 
Suitable Heckmondwike products include: 
Conqueror and Montage.

Specialist Areas
Heckmondwike has a range of specialist solutions for high maintenance
zones or areas susceptible to spills. 
Suitable Heckmondwike products include: 
Platinum Care and Total Care.

General Areas
Select a heavy duty fibre bonded carpet,
Suitable Heckmondwike products include: 
Supacord, Broadrib, Montage, Momentum, Hobnail and Wellington
Velour.

Carpet Tiles
Carpet tiles add extra flexibility when choosing your overall flooring
solution. Easy to clean, tiles can also be quickly repositioned to balance
wear patterns, and extend overall life. Tiles are useful in both specialist
and general areas of a building.

Maximise Carpet Life

Key care tips 

Protect carpets from excess soiling or moisture by use of 
an effective entrance area product. Vacuum daily with a
motored upright cleaner, preferably with an adjustable head.

Deal with spillages immediately: blot with a clean cloth.

Treat any subsequent stains as appropriate. A stain removal guide 
can be downloaded from www.heckmondwike-fb.co.uk.

Avoid leaving dirt to build up as this can damage the fibre structure.

Pay special attention to areas of heavy traffic and entrances.

For gum, blu-tack, plasticine and similar problems, use a specialist 
gum remover such as Prochem Citrus Gel and deep clean periodically 
using Granwax High Performance Carpet Shampoo. 

For heavy soiling consult a reputable contract cleaner.

One way of reducing the environmental
impact is to extend the lifecycle itself.
Careful selection of the right carpet, with
an appropriate care and maintenance
programme, can help to ensure that the
life of a carpet is optimised. Our products
suit demanding locations – schools,
universities, colleges, public buildings,
and offices – heavy duty zones. However,
in areas that are prone to more wear and
tear, a regular maintenance programme
can extend the life of your carpet.
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Raw Materials

We source materials with a low environmental impact. Polypropylene,
which has the lowest energy conversion cost for any man made fibre. All
the Nylon we use is made from 100% recycled nylon waste. Our Rubber
Crumb backing is made from recycled car tyres. Tiles are backed with
Bitmumen and Limestone, both naturally occurring products.

Manufacturing

Heckmondwike FB has full accreditation to BS EN ISO 14001 gained in
June 2004. The award of this standard recognises the commitment to
changing manufacturing processes to reduce the environmental impact.

Volume of manufacturing waste sent to landfill reduced by 60% 

• In house fibres are recycled back into the product

• Internal and supplied waste fibres are manufactured into a Playrite
Sports underlay

• Unfinished product is used by a third party to make felt and
underlay

• Waste from manufacturing is sent for energy recovery reducing the
amount of fossil fuel required

• Waste from manufacturing is sent for use on floors in
equestrian centres

• Surplus material is sent to training academies to promote
future development of the industry

• Surplus material used on allotments to reduce weed growth

• Surplus material is used in graveyeards/allotments to keep the
pathways accessible

• Surplus material is donated to local charities

Reduced annual cardboard waste by 8 tonnes by operating a
segregation policy

• Cardboard yarn cones reused by gardeners to protect young plants

• Cardboard tubes have been replaced with multiple use plastic tubes

Product Packaging has changed to recyclable wherever possible

• Bale wrapping & strapping is now recyclable

Invested in product & process research to establish further
recycling opportunities throughout product lifecycle

• Graduate research programme

• Dedicated Environmental Management Team

We believe that the most practical, current alternative to landfill is
energy recovery where the uplifted product is used as a fuel.
Polypropylene carpet has a high calorific value and the energy produced
reduces the amount of fossil fuel required thus protecting our natural
resources. However, this solution is restricted by the location of the
energy recovery plants across the UK. 

To collect products at the end of their life and re-purpose them also has
an impact on the environment. The process to retrieve the product,
transport and re-purpose it uses energy and causes pollution.
Re-purposing processes involve machinery that uses energy, chemical
detergents and water. We believe that currently there is impact to the
environment whether the product is sent to landfill or re-purposed.  

When carpet is replaced before it gets to the end of its useful life, it is
suitable for charity donation. Many local charities may be glad of the
offer and in some cases will collect it too.
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Raw materials are carefully selected to
minimise the environmental impact. And
total elimination of landfill disposal is a
critical objective. In addition, continuing
the practice of consigning end of life
carpet to landfill is simply unsustainable.
In the UK the need for a viable,
alternative end-of-life options is more
critical than ever.
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